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Tothe Reader. 


W O2d Reader, The Authour himſelfe not vouch- 


1 D, ſafing his namegtitle,or preface to this his worke, 
1s N and very vnwilling that it ſhould be publiſht, 1 

z, thought fit tolet thee vnderftand, that the booke 
\ itſelfe containes no paradox,notwithitanding the 
\ RY title : forthe naturall ſcruice of God in dumbe 
Creatures, when they obey God, in their owne kinde, and follow 
their owne naturall courſe, this is it, which he calls The Religion of 
dumbe Creatures : and asit is frequent, and vſuall,to makecompari- 
ſons in particular inſtances, ſo here in generall their ſervice is com- 
pared toour Religion, 

To commend the worke, ſeeing TI am fo farre ingaged, asthat 
againſt the Authors will, it was my importunity to publiſh it, were 
in effeft to commend mine owneiudgement , I will here onely ac» 
quaint you with the reaſons that moued me; | 

Firſt,to take away groſe Athciſme, which denies any God , he 
vſcth no Sophiftry,no perſwalion,not the teſtimonies cither of God, . 


or of men, but herein craues aide of the dumbe Creatures,and in ef- 
fetdefiresthem to beare witneſſe , who inſtantly acknowledge a 
God, and diſcouer many excellent, and admirable attributes in God, 
and this he calls their confeſſion, or the naturall implicite faith of 
the Creatures,P28.9, Rn 
Secondly,that this knowledge of God,which welearne from na- 
ture, isanimperfet knowledge, though otherwiſe,it was the ſole 
knowledge of the ancient heathen Philo@phers, he brands it with 
this imputation, that it is no more 1n efte then the religion-of 
dumbe beaſts; but as reaſon is aboue ſence,fo faith aboue reaſon:rea- 
ſon points out myſteries, faith diſcouers them ; by vertue of which 
faith,we ioyne with the Angels in their ſeruice,as the dumbe beaſts. 
docioyne with vs in nature : and here he takes away all naturall ob- 
;eions againſt the myleries of religion, beating downe mans cu- 
riolity,pag.16. $: 
Thirdly,how the Creatures praiſe God in their yoices and ſounds, 
which in effe t are their prayers; in their naturall law,whigh is their 
decalogue ; in all thei: qualities ad affeRions,both naturall,and as 
they are ſometimes meanes and conduit-pipes of grace, whereby 
nature is ſanifted,pag.2 3. | 
\ Fourthly,how all taturall Sciences may be reduced to Theology, 
| 20Y A 2 | ſuppoſe 


To the Reader. 


ſuppate the Metaphyſicks, naturall Philoſophy, morall Philoſophy, 
W 


ch ate indeed the branches of naturall Theology,and are incor- 
porated into the body of ourdiuinity. And hence you may as well 
exclude the moral] law,the decalogue,and the whole ſtate of nature; 
as to exclude humane learning ; which ſhewing the perfeQions and 


.' excellencies of nature,doth therein ſhew the praiſe and commenda- 


tionsof the Maker,pag.31. 

| Fifthly, this naturall religion not only comprehends in it ſelfe all 
natural iciences, but itis further a ſuppoſed. ground and foundation 
inall religions. Thus Indaiſme, Turciſme, Gentiliſme, as well as 
Chriſtianity, acknowledge God in nature ; though the Iudiciall,and 
Ceremoniall law began with Moyſes,the Goſpell with Chriſt, yetthe 
raturall lawztogether with the ſtate ofnature,beganwith not 
by atiy:'reuelation , but by ingrafted and inbred principles, and 
therefore iscommon to all nations, toallreligions, 'Hence he ga- 
thers; theſe two notes, firſt, that different and oppoſite religions 
may notwithſianding ioyne together inſuch things as are good, 
and alike apprqueable in both : for ſowe ioyne with dumbe Crea- 
tures in'their naacall ſervice, and that the bounds of the Church 
are notto be hedged in, according to mens priuate phanſies and 
imaginations; or according to the Prounces, and iuriſdition of Pre- 


 Jats,but according to the vnity and concent of faith. Secondly,thar 


be the religions neuerſo oppoſite and contrary, yet all agree inthe 


 naturall law, and therefore are bound to performe to cach other, all 


naturall rights, (uppoſe the diſcharging of truſt, where'itis repoſed, 
to vic morall hotieſty in our aftions, obedicnce to our ſuperiours, 
allegiance tothe Prince, and the like ; thus may different religions 
livequietly and peaccably vnder one iuſt government, If this were 
obſerued, ſurely-it would cauſe much peace in the Chriſtian world, 
ſo much diftrated arid diſquieted at this day, with iofinitand innu- 
merable ſeAs andreligions,pag. 34. 
* To conclude: Whatcan be more glorious to.God, then'that his 
praiſc ſhould be et forth by All his Creatures ? what greaterchari- 
ty,then to comprehend them,not wit hin the walls of our Chriſtian 
Church ( though once they were contained in the. Arke) yet within 
the compalle and circuit of religion ? what greater deuotion, then 
by their example to ſtirre vp thy ſelfe ? though the Angels beout of 
fGoht , andthou canſtnot heare,their hymnes, yet the beaſts may 
'awaken thy dulneſſe ; what greater humility, then to ſtoope to the 
baſeſt wormes , and together with them, to aſlociate;thy ſelfe in 


Gods ſeruice? | 


Theſe reaſons ( I confeſſe)) did mone me to publiſh it : and as 
I had no other intent , but Gods glory, ſo 1 beſcech himto 
oiuca bieſling to thy reading hereof, thatit may 
| tend to the increaſe of thy | 
deuotion. 
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Ps at. 148. 7,8,9,and 10, Verſes. 


7. Praiſe the Lordwpon earth, yee dragons and all deeper : 
8. Fire and haile, [naw and vapoure, flormy winds, 
fulfilling his word : 
9. Mountaines aud all hilles , fraitfull trees and al 
Cedars, 
10. Zraſts and all cattell, wormes and feathered 


fowles. 


Ran 9 Wo abſurditiesmay here ſeeme to 
be commitred at once, with one 
breath ; cither that man ſhould 
ſpeake andexhort ſuch Auditors, 
who are without ſence, and there- 
fore ot capeable of exhortation, 
or that Creatures dumbe in them- 
ſelues, ſhould be cxhorted to 


vraife God, which Gina to bea thing proper to Ar. gels 


and men. . 
B Both 


How God is 


I = Dumbe Crea- 
tures ſpeake, 
and Man is 
ſlrucken 

- dumbe. 


- inſtantly .co admiration, which is a kinde of natura 


2 Theneligionof dumbe Creatures. 


Both theſe are eaſily ſatisfied, .if we rightly. conſider 


: 


that thepraiſes of God doe not neceffarily impl y the moſt 


exaQt and magnificent order and forme,fuch as mi ght well 


beſeeme the Maieſtie of a Deitie (both men and Angels 
cbme ſhaxt in that excellent ſervice) bur the praiſes of 
Godrequireno more in cffeCt, then the power and abiliy 
wWherewith God hath firſt inabled the Create: for he 
accepts our imperfe& prayers,and deſcends to our weake- 


.neſſe. Thus the ocks and the ſtones in their ſilence, and 


intheirnaturall properties; the beaſts in their ſounds.and 
their cries, in their ſeceand intheir motions, all ſerue to 
praiſe him: for God requires no more then he hath firſt 


| Amiqiang right imployment of his gitcs is incced to praiſe 


im, 
© Now man exhorting them to this their bounden duty, 


ioynes with them in their ſeruice, and as it were ſeemes to 
congratulate their praiſes of God : ncrwithſtanding his 
owne diſobedience and finne, yer he retoyceth in their 
ſeruice, and exhorts them till co continue theirpraiſes 
of God, 

And thovgh they ſeeme dumbe, yer in vericy and truch 
they ſpeake in their filence : for obieRing or preſenting 
themſely:s ro our view, ſhewing their excellent naiure, 
their rare and wonderfull propercies, therein they ſpeake 
their Maker. Man perceiving and apprehending his, falls 

face, 


wherein his ſpeech failes him, as if he were for a time 


\ firucken dumbe together with the dumbe Creatures, to 
- ſhew his fellow-feeling and ſymbolizing aff:Qtion with 


them; at length he comes to himſelte, begins to breathe, 


«then is he tied to his vererance , as ic were to comment vp= 
- on their filence, or to be their interpreter; for as Godre- 
quires no morethenthe abiliry of the Crearure,ſo he will 
admit no leſſe, but expects the verermoſt exrent of our 

| Power: In the dumbe Creatures cheir filence did ſuffice? 
| Manhauing the free vſe of his rongue,is therefore tied to 


adde Speech to their ſilence, Reaſon to their ſence, and 
EE perſwa- 


T he Religion of aumpbe Creatures. 2 


perſwading them not to any impoſſibility aboue their 
condition, as to beleeue the myſteries of Grace, and the 
like, but applauding them in their owne naturall courſe, 
therein he ſeemes to exhort them,” and thus exhorting 
them, ſtirs yp himſelfe, and magnifies the Diuine proui- 
dence, who firſt appointed the courſe: As God ſpeaking 
the Word,all things were made: God ſpeakesto nothing, 
and by vertue of his words, behold a Creation: ſo wee 
ſpeaking to the dumbe Creatures, and in them approuing 
Gods workes, wee ſhew the conformitie of our wills to 


the Diuineinſticution, 


Forin our ſpeech/wee doe not alwaies reſpe&t others, The end why 
but ſometimes our ſelues, The moft learned Preacher an exhorteth 
ſpeaking to the moft iudicious Auditory, yet cannot pro= beaſts. 


miſe ynto himſelfe happy ſucceſle; wee muſt looke to the 
diſcharge of our owne dutie, and notto-theeuent. Man 
ſpeaking tothe dumbe Creatures though they ynderſtand 
him nor, yer his owne bounden duty, together with the 
ſtrength and vehemency of his affetions, (that he can doe 
no leſſe then ſpeake in a cauſe which concernes Gods 
glory ) this makes it no fruitlefle labour, and ſurely ſome 
profic Ie redounds: for whereas otherwiſe man were 
aſtranger to beaſts, and they ſeruing God in their owne 
kinde, their ſeruice ſhould no way concerne him; yetrnow 
by vertue of his exhortation, he hath a part and portionin 


their obedience,and thus very cunningly, what is wanting 


in himſelfe, he defires to ſupply it in them, to make their 
ſcruice ſeeme as his owne, as if forſooth they had beene 
rebellious, hadirt not beene for his perſwaſion; though 
bimſelfe be difſolute, yet it is he, thar keepes all in good 
order :a pretty policy. _ 
Thus as they were ordained for his naturall ſe, for his 
food, clothing, labour : ſo it ſhould ſeeme, they were ap- 
pointed for his ſpirituall yſe, to ſerue him in the nature of 
Chaplaines,that they ſhould honour and praiſe God, while 


their maſter, finfull and wretched man,diſhonours him,yet 


their ſeruice might ſeeme to be done by his appointment. 
Though 


The vſe of the 


creature%e 
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, 
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The religion | = 4 pen 
of dumbe & Creatures-ſhould bee ſaid to praiſe God , to ſpeake-moſt 


Creatures. properly-and moſt exatly of the-praiſes of God, which 


4 The Relipionof aumbe Creatures. 


Though I will not excuſe our ſelues, yer ſuffer mee 

| to ſpeake in their bchalfe, who being dumbe, cannor 

. ſpeake for themſclnes, I know not how powerfull and ef- 
 feCtuall mans words are, but ſurely in: them I can doe 
Theobe. | Polefle then admire their obedience ; the mol? dumhe and 


Ll dienccofthe ſenſclefle Creatures, the very Rocks and the Caues, if we 


Creaturesis fſpeakevntothem, and ſpeake aloud; inſtantly they make 


"ſet foorth bya g reverberation of our breath, whereby our owne. words 


ſunilitude, | 6 renewed, as if they yndertood, and did anſwere ys 


/-j in our owne ſpeech and language ; ſuppoſe I ſhould 
|| Rrerch our my voice, and cry ynto them 79 praiſe God, 
inſtantly. you ſhould heare them anfwer , Prai/e God or 
if they faile in this Eccho, yet ſure they will not faile in 


. 
4 : . 
- 4 
. 1 
[18 
\ F 


their conformity ; herein they are not ſo properly our 


{chollers, as preſidentsand examples to vs of obedience. 
A corporation . Thenlet vs conceiue that all the workes of God 'make 
ofall Crea- one corporation, andare as members of one body, vnder 


j: yures, one common gouernment. As then.it appeares in man, 


4% that the heart giues direCtion to the dull hands,to be lifted 


vp in deuotion, and the dull hands knocke the ſleepy 

| heart, to awake her out of drowſineſſe; And thus they 

doe mutually prouoke and ſtirre vp each other to ioyne 

in the ſeruice. As this befalls the parrs of Man in reſpe& of 

himſelfe, ſo thelike befalls Man andthe Creatures in re- 
ſpect of the Vniuerſe. 

Andthar it may no way ſceme ſtrange, that dumbe 


ſurely-confiſt in a religious worſhip and ſeruice of God; 
if theh ſhould ſay,thatin the Rocks andin the ſtones, in 
the foure-footed beaſts, and generally in all the dumbe 
Creatures, that there is ſpme obſcure ſhadow, or ſome re- 
ſemblance of religion, orratherindeed ſomeproper kinde 


of religion : For there are diuers and ſeuerall kindes- of 
religions , religions of allſorts, of allſ1zes, of all faſhions 


witneſſe the diuerſity of religions in theſe our daies) If 
then I ſhould ſay that the dumbe AR ha hauc _— 
| | . their 


f by 


4 
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- 
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their proper kinde of o_ as well as men, and that . 


they are very deuout, godly, zealous, ſtrictand moſt reli- 
ious in their owne kinde, euen farre aboue men ; if I 
fhould ſay this ; I would humbly craue your patience a 
while. Lecmce bring my reaſons and labour toproue it, 
that the naturall ſeruice of God in dumbe Creatures, how- 


ſocuer wee may efteeme it, yetin verity and truth, it isa | 


kinde of naturall religion, | 
Morall vertues we may ſuppoſe to be onely competent 
toman, as being grounded in the reaſonable ſoule , yer 


The ſervice 
of Godin 
dumbe Crea. 


| 


thereinthe dumbe Creatures inſtruct vs, Goe,ſiuggard, turer,istheir 77 
learne of the Piſmire; religion wee may conceiue to be religion, 


mans owne proper inheritance, yet behold, wee are ſtirred 
vp by the example of the dumbe beaſts, The Oxe and the 
Aﬀſe acknowledge their Lord & Maſter. The Windes and the 
Seas obey him. It ſhould ſeeme, that as there is areligion 
aboue man, the religion of Angels, ſo there may be areli- 
gion beneath man, thereligion of dumbe Creatures. For 
wherelocuer thereis a ſeruice of God,ineffeRt itisareligi- 
on, Thus qcennemg to the ſeuerall degreesand difference of 
Nates, the ſtate of nature, grace and glory, religion may 
likewiſe admit degrees,znd difference. | 
Religion then,it I doe nor miſtake,confifts of theſe foure 
arts, A Creed for our beliefe, which is the obieR of our 
Faith; A /ct forme of prayer for our ſnpplication, which is the 
anchor of our Hope : A decalogue or law forour praQtice, 
which is the rule of our Charity : Sacrifice and Sacra- 
ments for the vpſhot and conſummation of all, to ſeaſon: 
and ſanRific all. Theſe are ineffe& the briefe heads of 
religion, as well appeares in our ordinary Catechiſme,con- 
| fiſting of theſe foure parts, and therein is contained.che 
ſumme of Religion. Now if all of theſe,or at leaſt, if ſome 
of theſe can no way appeare inthe Creatures, yet how 


The parts of ' 
religion, 


great the ſimilitude and analogy is betweene-both, if you 


pleaſe toobſcrue with patiente,and to condemne nothing 
ynheard, I doe well hope, that many things will be for our 
inſtcuQion, and all for our example and imitation... 
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6 The Religionof dumbe Creatures. 


How we come And fiſt, of that krowledge which wee haue of the 

toknowthe Creatures, how there ſhould be ſuch a mutual! intelligence 

Creaures, of correſpondency betweene vs, as that we ſhould truely 
know them and their religion, as if wee vnderſtood their 
language, & were thorowly acquainted with all the ſecrets 
and myſteries of their Churchand State. Thefiſt notice 
then which wee haue of the Creatures, itis by an infor- 

pþ mation of ſence, wherein the Diuine prouidence hath ſo 
fitted and porportioned things each to other, ſuppoſe the 
faculty to the obiet, ſencero things ſenſible, that wee 
inſtantly receive them,not with any diffi-ulty of learning, 
but by a naturall inflio& ; Thus it is berweeue the ſenfi- 
ble man , and the viſible world, being Creatures of like 
condition,we doe eafily conceiue them, 


Senceis the Thus ſence firit ſerues to informe vs : but if wee ſhould 
mother of ldo- here reſt onely inthe information of ſence, this weremoſt 
latrie. dangerous : from hence grew our firſt error : whereas 
/ beauty was roen tothe Creatures, topoint outthe in- 
'F comparable beauty of God, many beholding them, haue 


lt ſo doted vpon them, and fo farre enamoured with their 
beauty, that they could goe no farther, but haue taken the 
| | Creatures for God , ſuppoſing that God himſelfe could 


not be moreglorious. E 
Thus whereas a right —_—_— would conclude, 


frat ea Fl. preatis the beauty of Creatures, therefore how great and 


\ .reacheth be- 


incomparable is the beauty of God ! ſence, as being of a 
yond-ſence.  Jower fraine, not able to aime at ſuch a high pitch, rather 
' \ 1 inferres, Suchis the beauty of Creatures, that our ſence 
}pewmne: poſſibly comprehend any greater beauty; there. 
/\* fore the Creatures are God, Thus ſence and ſence alone, 
without other information, is .indeed the mother and 
nurſe of idolatry ; and if wee ſhould proceed tono further 
ſearch and inquiſition, then the Creatures right ſeeme to 
blaſpheme, to make themſclues Gods; being onely wit- 


neſſes to the Deity, they might ſeeme to aſſume vnto 


themſelues the right of the Deitie : yet herein let me ex- 


cuſe them, they are innocent, they doe it not of —_ 
ut 


but through our corruption ſome ſcaſuall men haue af 
cribed it : for being not-able co conceiue greater perfei- 


T he Religion of dumbe Creatures. » 


on, it is naturalltoman to acknowledge God inthe high- : 


eſt. Thus ſome haue worſhipped the Suone, the Moone, 
the Starres,diuers and ſcuerall Creatures, and the ike. 

By the way'giue m- leaue to make ſome vle of their er- 
ror, and here co crie out, O what an! excellent workeman 
is God, that even his owne common and meaneſt workes 
ſhould be of thu excellency,as that they ſhould'be raken 
for God ! And thus Idolatty which ſcemes wholly to de- 
erat trom God, and to aſcribe all co the creatures, yet by 
an ouer- ruling providence of God, contrary to her owne 


intent, in ſornuch magnifying the Creatures, doth in them, 
and by thein for foorth the ſupereminent greatneſle of God 


the (reator. 

This were ſufficient, if mans whole knowledge were 
plunged and puzzled in ſence , and that hee had no other 
guide or CireCtion ſaue onely ſence ; but man hath further 
arcaſonable ſoule, which taking information from ſence, 
as it well beſeeines his condition , vſeth degrees of dil- 
courſe, and in this reaſonable ſoule wee ſhall finde this in- 
erafred, as a firftproundand principle, that in all our 


The good vſc 
of Idolatry. 


In reaſon we 
cannot conſg- 


der the eff. Rs 


withouc tacir 


Caule, 


knowledge, we mult firſt ſearch out the cauſe of euery ef-- 


fe; for every effect naturally points out his cauſe : and. 


there is no relation ſo neceſſary, as is that which is be- 


tweene the cauſe and the effeR. As it. is the truth of 


things, that nothing can ſubhſt without a cauſe : ſoin our | 


apprehenſion, that wee cannot conceiue the one withc ut 


relation tothe other : there is no knowledge without the | 
knowledge of caules, 2nd therefore we ſtriue and ende- 


uour to diſcerne the cauſc in the effes, and the effects in 
the cauſe. 


By vertue of this ingrafted principle, wee cannot.con- geaon as ape 
ſider the creatures 2lone, and by themſclues, bur rogether co diſcourſe, 


with them and in them wee muſt {earch out their cauſe, ſotoſearch 
and caquire, 


Here ther Reaſon would faine know, whether the Crea- 


tures be the effects of another, or cauſes of pens? 
-. This 


P 
/ 
- 
. 
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This is the firſt -propefition, or [Qere, 


Reaſonleanes Now you-ſhall ynderfland , that every ſearch and in- 
ofthe dupbe Quifition, when we know not things of our ſclues, bur that 


deaſts, | 


Y 


3 


_ eechleſſe 
. fignes andrtokens, to giuea confeſſion of theirfaith; their 


wee take our information from others , wee ſeeke them 
from others, and learne them of others; this is a kinde of 
demand : of whom then ſhould reaſon demand this? nor 
of herſelfe,then ſurely of none but the Creatures; or who 
ſhould make anſwer to this demand? not reaſon to-her 
ſelfe, then ſurely none bur the Creatures. Marke then the 
anſwer of the. Creatures, to this demand of reaſon ; their 
anſwer as giuing an account of their faith : for faith is the 
ground and foundation of religion, and without faith, re- 
ligion.cannot ſub{ift, Marke then the faith of the Crea- 


tures in their anſwers : their anſwers,I ſay;not in exprefſſe 
terrnes , for this is not neceſſary : men that are ſpeechileſſe 


and dumbe, may notwithſtanding make a confeſſion of 
rheir n= 4s wy trig, lequnntur, ſomay the dumbeand 
reatures, they may likewiſe yſe outward 


anſwer is anſwerable to their nature, their filent nature, 
and their ſtill properties giue this reſolution, and ,make 

this anſwer, and that withourany difficulty. 
*For their bounden nature mnſt neceflarily imply, that 


_ the limitation of their nature proceeds from another. 


The anſwerof Here is their anſwer : their compoſition and diſſolution 
-duwbe crea- muſt neceſſarily \preſuppoſe fiſt a compounder: here is 


tures yYnto 
.reaſon. 


their a»/wer+: their. ſeuerall times of rifing and ſetting 
muſt argue, that there being atime, when they were nor, 
needs they muſt want a cauſe firſt ro ſub6iRt ; being not by 
themſelues,or for themſclues alone, but carrying a mutuall 


| reſpe& exch to other: ſuppoſe the heauens to the earth, 


the earth to the heauens,the faculty to the obieR, the ob- 
je&to the faculty : this mult needs inforce,that they could 
not thus ſcuerally ordainethemſclues, but that there was 
ſome other extrinſecall cauſe, which knowing both, and 
making both,appointed each for other, To conclude,that 


ynreafonable creatures ſhould mooue, according to the 


rules 


do 
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rules of reaſon, and ſuch as want vnderſtanding, ſhould 
be guided by the direCtion of an ynderſtanding ; this muſt 
needs argue that ſome intelligent cauſe did Fl ordaine 


them, which now preſerues themin their naturall courſe. 


This in briefe is their anſwer ; for they intimate thus T1; pon; ac | 
much, the Creatures acknowledge themſclues to be no knowledge a 
morethen efteas, they pointed out a cauſe, -an intelli- God, and deny 
gent cauſe, Here then we muſt exclude blind fortune; for all fortune, 


that things by great chance ſhould fall into ſuch an excel- 
lent order, reaſon it ſelfe ſeemes to oppoſe it, which admits 
no fortune, but deemes it as a baſe-borne childe of igno- 
rance: which if wee ſhould yeeld, it would rather proove 
the cauſe of diſorder and confufion,and it would yndoub- 
tedly imply a contradiCtion, to aſcribe the workes of fore- 
fight and prouidence yntoa blind guide. 

Thus then the Creatures being true, reall, poſitiue ef- 
feQts, they ſeeme to confeſle, or rather to challenge vnto 
themſelues a true, reall, pofitiue efficient canſe , which in 
effe isro acknowledge 4 God, 4 Maker. And this their 
knowledgement of God, as it is fitly gathered from the 


Creatures, ſoitis inyerity andin truth no leſſe then ana» The natural! 
turall implicit faithof the Creatures:all of them teſtifying implicice faicth * 
the ſame truth, doe in a ſort make one;common confeſſion of beaſts, 


 of-their faith : eAccedentemad Deun oportet credere quod 
ft Deres; this is the firſt article of their Creed, that the 
acknowledge a God;thus they cannot be juſtly taxed wit 


infidelity. Herein they farre exceed the Atheiſt , who de- The beaſts 


nying his Maker , muſt therefore make- himſelfe live © 


F may reach the 


himſelfe, and ſo conſequently ſhould preſerue himſelfe. Don: 


Surely of all others he is the greateſt and themoſt notable 
Impoſtor, denying the true God, he makes himſelfe God, 
for be made himſelfe.But I will as eafily beleeue, that man 
either ſhould not be borne, or being borne, that he ſhould 
not decline in-yeres, not be ſubiefto ſorrow,priefe,orin- 
firmity, and thathe ſhouldneuer taſte of death or corrup- 
.tion,as that he ſhould firſt ſubhſt without a Maker. . 


Thus then the Creatures agree that there is a God. 
C | Now 
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Now let vs heare what other Teſtimony they giue of this 


God;and looke how many Teſtimonies they giue of God, 
in effe& they rehearſe ſo, many Articles of their Creed ; 


The duwbe *Þe firſt attribute of Godis, ve fie vw, as God ſpeakes of 


Creatures 
1 - confeſleone Let ys then enquire of zhe Creatures , whether they ac- 


God. 


himſelfe : Ego: Deus wn , non habebis Deos aliens, &c. 


knowledge one God, or will admit a plurality of gods in 
their ſeruice. And heere vpon.the firſt viewand appea- 


one God, for all nature is direted to one end : whereas if- 
there were many efficients, they would vndoubredly in- 


| rance, they ſceme ynto meto cry andto teſtifie one God, 


'{ rendtheir ſeuerallends. The world is circular , which beſt: 


' reſembleththefigureof one : all theſtreames are reduced 
,_ toonehead:all the degrees of things ſtill eendto the high- 
eſt,there being in nature a priority and poſteriority ; Euery 
gouernment tends and ends in a Monarchic ; Nature will 
not evdure many competitors ; order and decency require 
 asmuchin effect: All heat is reduced to one firſt hear; all 
bodies to one firſt body. Philoſophy. beats vpon this 
 Axiome, that nature defires to dike with the feweſt in- 
ftruments, and therefore cuery thing is to be reduced to 
the feweſt principles. In the conſtitution of any thing,ſhe 
requires but a couple; for the effeing of any thing, one 
will ſuffice; toadmicof more, would rather hinder and 
diſtra&t the worke, then any way further or helpe the 
ation, 


\ + TheCreatures Thus to acknowledge one God : the workemanſhip- 
 denythatthere and fabrike' of the whole world will teſtifie as much, 


can bemany wherein the foot-ſteps and impreſſion of one and the ſame 


. gods. 


God doe moſt eminently appeare, all of them giuing ſuf- 
ficient demonſtration of one and the ſame wiſdome and 
prouidence, which appeares alike in all, grounding all his 
workes, and all his aCtions, ypon the ſelfe-ſame principles 
and rules of his owne wiſdome : there arenot godsof the 
Mountaines, gods of the Valleys,gods of the Land, and 
gods of the Ocean; for the fiſhes of the ſea, the birdsof 
the ayre, the beaſts of the field , Haue a like _ and 

| ; orme: 
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forme for theirgutward feature, and alike inward inſtin&t 
and providence for their courſe and direQion, which fimi- | 

litude of nature muſt needs proceed from one and the 

fame ground of wiſdome ; the yoice and yerdit of nature 

will likewiſe teſtifie as much, which being to admic ſome 

infinie power , tranſcending reaſon, andthe courſe of all 

Creatures, will therefore tie irſelfe ro admir of the leaſt 
inconuenience, rather of one then of a multicude. | 

Heere is the ſecond Article of their faith ; as they ac- The Creatures 
knowledge a God, fo they acknowledge bur one God, ygjnt ont 
and therefore they worſhip the true God. Thus the inui- God,as the 
fible God viſibly appearesin the viſible Creatures ; their firſt moouer, 
mulrcitude altogether concurring to one end, berokens the 
ynity of their Maker, which Maker being thefirſt and ſole 
efficient cautc,needs we muſt conceiue in him, whatſocuer 
belongs to a ficft moouer ; Now behold how many ex- 
cellent attributes of God doe iffue our of this-one ground, 
and are hence diſcouered, as wee conſider God to be the 
firſt cauſe and moouer, 

Suppoſe for his owne abſolute neceſſity, that being the Hence is im. 
firſt, he muſt ſubſiſt of himſelfe, and can doeno lefſethen plied Gods 
ſubſiſt, and therefore ſubſiſt from eternity. And thus ſub- ** ceMluy, 
fiſting of himſelfe, hemuſt be immurable and vnchangea- Immutabiliy, 
ble in himſelfe, that he may likewiſe hold our foreternity. £,c.u;., 
Being thus the cauſe of himſelfe , hee muſt haue the beſt ; 
and moſt abſolute being ; And this being muſt needs be 
infinic,fincehe is of himſelfe , and cannor preſcribe him- InGne., p 
ſelfe bounds, nor cannot” admit bounds from another, - Ys 
when as there is nought but himſelfe; Being thus one, in- 
finic, and from eternity, he muſt be withour mixture or 


' compoſition, parms aus,moſt pure and fimplein his owne Simpliciey, 


nature : for heere were not diuers ingredients, which being | 
firſt fimple in themſclues, might afterwards compoun 
him; And as he is withour compoſition, ſo he cannot ad- | 
mic. diverfity of parts, which docindeed ariſe onely from Withouryy. *_ 
2 compolition;which parts in reſpe& of themſelues ſhould ricty ofparts, 
be more orlefie perfeRt , when as the wholeDeiy is in- 

T3 8k C/2 ficitly 


{Pa 


Without dt- 
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finitly perfeR, and cannot admit degrees of compaxiſon. 

Being thus without compoſition, or diuerſity of parts, 
he cannot admit yariety of faculties, which ſeeme to be 
tied and annexed to the diuerſity of parts , and therefore 
thoſe many ſeuerall perfetions whith appeare in the 
Creatures, they are but one abſolute perfetion,,in God, 
Thus the wiſdome of God is the power of God,the power 


* of God is the will of God, the will of God is the iuſtice 


of God, the juſtice of God, is the mercy of God :all theſe 
attributes can admit no difference betweene themſelues, 
and all theſe attributes are but one and the ſelfe-ſame God, 


 thoughto vs, both for our apprehenſion, and in reſpe& 
_ of Gods ations, they ſeemeto be diuers and diſtinR,yer 


arethey linked, and together incorporated in that one and 
infinitnature of God, which cannot admir a varicty. Thus 
farreof God in himſelfe : and all this we muſt ſuppoſe in 
a firſt cauſe or mooner : and. all this, it isno lefle in effect, 
then anaturall implicit faith of the Creatures, as they dee 
neceſſarily point out and demonſtrate this firſt cauſe or 
moouer, 

; Nowinreſpe&of the Creatures, nothing, can be wan- 
ting toGod, which was neceſſarily required for the worke- 
manſhip. Suppoſe an infinit wiſdome in contriuing the 
worke, which otherwiſe would aske an infinit time of de- 
liberation, as I may ſo ſay, a world of conſultation were 
requiſit forthe framing of this world, were it not{upplied 
in at\ inſtant: by the infinit wiſdome of God, which wiſ- 
dome more eſpecially and immediatly appeares in the 
comprehending and.ynderſtanding of himſelfe. Secondly, 
having: once laid downe the plot-forme, then ſucceeds a 
moſt abſolute freewif in bounding and diſpoſing his: 
owneaCions, Thirdly,incending to creare,and being re- 
ſolued of the manner, then followes an fit powey to put 
all in execution, Fourthly,hauing once finiſhed the worke, 
neceſſary itis, that there ſhould be a continuance of the 
ſame infinit wiſdome, will, and power, in his Prowidence, 

for: the continuance and preſeruation of his _ 

| c 


' The Religion of dumbe Creatures, I 


The Creatures can no more preſerue thetnſelues, theo 
at firft ſubfaſt: of themſelues, and therefore-they want a 
continuall concourſe, and ſweet influence of this firſt moo 
uer ; for asit isa property of Godto be independent, fo ' 18 
it is a property of Creatures to be alwaies dependent; and 
this ſerues as a bridle to curbe them , belides:the ouer- 
| ruling power and prerogatiue which God reſerues in him- 
| felfe. whereof Iwill not diſpute. Ee 

See here how many excellent attributes of God are diſ- 
couered by the information and inftrutions which wee 
| hauc from the Creatures ; theſe are the Articles of- their yyhereas here 
| | faith, andall theſe ariſe out of this one ground ( as the ace many 
Schoole ſpeakes) ratiqne, & neceſſitate canſalitatis, as wee grounds wher- 
conſider God to be the firſt cauſe and mooner, Alas;I Eon My . 
ſhould be infinit , if I. would proceed ivy this ſubie& ro lea : _ J 
ſpeake of God, onely ſo farre' forth asthe Creatures doe , 
teſtifie of God, which incffe is their faich;bur I will paſſe 
this ouer : yet giue meleaue to paſſe my cenſure ypon it. 
Andita & approbatg ſunt omnia : vpon due exami- 
4 nation I finde them to be ſound and Orthodoxall, I can= 
| not taxe them with Atheiſme or Hereſte, bur whatthey: 
ſay or teſtifie of God, it is moſt crue; onely with'thisde- 
fe&t, thatthey ſay not enovgh ; nature cannot be raiſed 
aboue nature; the myſteries of grace fall not within the: . 
compaſſe of -naturall bounds. Why, thus there are de-; Natures refti- 
ou of faith amongſtvs: -weſce butin part, wee know 9p) of od 

ut in part, all:cannot- conceive myſteries alike;, ' and the. ,, 1 ing me. 

moſt faichfull man may truly ſay, Lord, I beleene, Lord,helpe ens. 
my onbeliefe. And thus it is with the Creatures, what they 
teſtifie of: God, is moſt true, bur they teſtifie not enough, 
yet what they teſtifie not, it is not out of frowardnefle, ; 
or that they are hard of beliefe, bur iris for want of capa- 
city : here then they are ſufficiently excuſed; 

Excuſed I ſay,in reſpe& of themſelues,but whether any 
wrong or iniurie bedone vntovs,this is a queſtion ; for if 
the, Creatures propoſe ynto ys this knowledge of God as 
aperfcrule of our faith, to 5 we ſhould not __ 
3 ue - 
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Wheiber this bur that we ſhould be tied ro che tint of their beliefe : to 
deic&in Gods Dave no more faiththen they, this were dan erous; for to 
knowledge admit this, were to oppoſe and contradi&& fi the myſte- 

. appearesby riesin religion, which are not Giſcoucted by their hghe; 
oe reBuBoDY \ this were ineffeRto ſeduce vs, tomake ys of Chriſtians, 
©  meerenaturalls; Indeed they haue already roo farre pre. , 
-uailed on our paſſions andon our affections, that we are 

almoſt growne ſenſuall and beaſtly, like vnto them, as if 

we were of their common-wealth ; but if they ſhall prefſe 
- further ypon vs, to worke ypon our ſoules, our conſcienw 
ces, and out vnderftandings, to intice vs to be of their 
faith, of their Church, of their religion, tomake vs meere 
naturals, like to themſelues, this were moſt intolerable. 
So then the queſtion remaines, whether the Creatures, or 
nature, I meane, in the Creatures, or that which is the 
ſame in efftet , whether natural! reaſcn proceeding 
ypon naturall grounds , whether thefe ſuppoſing heir 
owne ability .in the fulneſſe of Gods knowlegge, ſeeme 
eo exclude grace, or otherwiſe, in the wezkcnefſe 
of their knowledge, ſhewing their owne ir-{ufficiency, 
ſeeme onely to make way, and ſerue as an introcuction ro 
grace? Tris a queſtion indeed, in my iudgemenr, cf all 
others moſt worthy to be reſolued : for in effteEit implies 
by Theground the whole ground: and foundation of all our myfteries, 
ofall the wy- and ir Rtandsthus; whether by the light of our owne na- 
Kericsia Rell- curall reaſon, we are to bel:zeue no more of God, then ap- 
gion.  peares in the Creatures; or whether the ſame light of 
our owne naturall reaſon wiil informe vs, that there are 

| other greater myſteries to be receivedof God, more then 

thoſe natural attributes, which are diſcerned by his works? 

For your ſatisfa&ion herein, you may be pleaſed to vn« 

derſtand , thatwhat knowledge wee haue of God - re 

light of our nacurall reaion, itis not deriued immediatly 

from God himſelfe, but by a refleion, onely ſo farre 


_ » Cauſesarenot as Godis diſcerned inthe glaſſeof his Creatures ; 


_ - -nedby heir 


fully Ciſcer ow this iSarule in all arts,that no cauſes can fully,cxaQly 


effects, and totally appeare in their cffets, as hauing fult apro- 
| "per 
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per nature allotred to themſclues, before they were ordai- 
ned co ation:firſt, they are in themſelues, before they come 
to relation, ſo that for the knowledge of cauſes inthem- 
ſelues, there muſt be ſome further ſearch'and'inquifition, 
more then the effet3 demonſtrate : this ſhall appeare, by 
conſidering the diuerfity of cauſes, which I-will ſuppoſe to 
be of chree ſorts. | 
Firſt, naturall cauſes: and rheſe Ore not ſufficiently dif- yg,,,..y 
cetned by their owne naturall effe&s :(&g.) by thenature cauſes, 
and properties of a weed. you cati.ot diicouer the whole 
nature, and properties of :1e Surin« or the earth;for the in- Y 
ward natureand the outward actions, are not alwaies of 
like extent, nor doe they agree in all accidents. 


More eſpecially this will appeare in yoluntary cauſes, Voluntary 
that they cannot torally be Lfremed by their workes, cauſcs. 


when as the limitation of the worke , and the diuerſitie 
of the worke proceeds, not from the neceſlity of the 
nature, but depends vpon the free will of the Maker. 
Thus one and the ſame voluntary cauſe brings foorth 
yarious and different effets, and therefore cannor -- 51 
imprint her whole and perfe& image in all. Thus if man 
were-knowne by his workes,we ſhould neuer make ſearch 
for malefaRors, but euery one ſhould inſtantly appeare. . 
Now there are yet other cauſes, and theſe are of a dif- Supernaturalt. | 

ferent nature, and condition: ſuppoſe the Angelicall ſpirits, <a%ſes. 
and the materiall world ; God and the Creatures, a ſpirk 
tuall Deity and a corporcall worke, hec differwnt toro clo, 
dff:runt pluſquam genere: how is it poſſible then, that the 
one ſhould fuily and perfeMly diſcouer the other? Thus : 
ina word to make application of all, God being a cauſe, a 74, applica. | 
voluntary cauſe, a cauſe of another nature, ſurely the tion. 
| Wholevcrtue, and poerof the Deity cannot. be diſcer-' , | 

ned or laid opeii by the workes of the Deity. E.g. By the An inftance. mY 
building of this houſe though the kill of the workeman 
ſufficiently appeares, yer you cannot informe me of his 
age, his name, ſtature, ſtrength, condition, completion, 


the place of his birth; the place of his dwelling,his a | 
P49 is 
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his maintenance, and none of all theſe will ever appeare 
by the worke : and thus it befalls the Creatures in refe- 
rence to God, they ſet forth indeed many excellent at- 
tributes of God, yet they doe not intend to giue vs full a- 
risfaCtion in the knowledge of God ; but in humility 
ſeeme to. confeſſe, that there is ſomething in the Deity, 


. which appeares not in the Creatures, and therefore in 


their owne want and defeR, they:referre ys to.Gods owne 
xeuelation ofhimſelfe, -1-- 

For in our knowledge of God, the Creatures are-not 
-our bounds, but ſerue onely to point out a Deitic, and 
thento cry, Plus vitra, plus vitra, and foto leaue to God 
himſelfe,ſending vs from the outward ſhop of his workes, 
tothe inward ſchoole of his.:words , from the theatre of 
the Creatures, tothe ſanctuary of his dwelling , there to 


* learne a new leflon inthe knowledge of God, Hereis ano- 


ther article of their faith, another Teſtimeny of God, in 
effe& they confefſe that God being incomprehenſible, 
he cannot be comprehenced in his workes: hence pro- 
ceeds their ſubmiſhon, conſidering their owne weake- 


' neſſe, and the infinit diſtance berweene God and them- 


ſelues,they will not dare or attempt to diſcouer the whole 


'Deity,nor will they iuſtly be taxed with curioſity, bur con- 


centthemſclies with ſuch a competent meaſure in the diſ- 


© couery of Gods knowledge, as their owne nature is 
+ capeablc. | 


Thus then the Creatures not fully revealing God, there 


4s ſome place left -for a further knowledge of God, ad to 


thisendthere muſt be ſome further ſearch and inquilition 


Reaſon gives made after God ; here then is opened a gap toletin all the | 
way to 'myſte-| rnyſteries of our Chriſtian faith and religion : ſuppoſe the 


rics, 


eternall generation of the Sonne;the admirableproceſſion 


_ of the Spiric,the glorious and indiuifible Trinity , the mi- 
-xaculous-incarnation of the God-head, and the like, Na- 


. Sheneither| ©.1re indeed cannot reucale theſe myſteries, and being once 


revealcs,nor 


-.  Impugnes . 
* them | 


teucaled , nature cannot contradit them ;ſhe canncither 


propole nor oppoſe them; for as all contrarieties are 1 
id _ the 


then,for the right vnderſtanding of myſteries which are 


cannot be diſcerned ; ſo God 
teſtimony of bimſelfe , and then inlighten our hearts;for 
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the ſame kinde —_— heat to coldneſſe, moyſlure to 
drought, and thelike (theſe are qualities of the ſame kind) 
{ſo in our vnderſtanding, all GE muſt be berweene 
things of like nature; bur if ſecrets and myſteries be of 
me kinde, of a different nature, of a different world, 
and therefore of a different ſpeculation ; then ſurely one 
and the ſame. ground of reaſon-which is fitted and pro- 
portioned to this our preſent ſtate and condition, cannot 
equally ſuffice both, much lefſe impugne and oppoſe 
things farre aboue and beyond her reach and capacity. So 
of a different kind, we muſt expe&ta reaſon of a different The neceflity 
kinde,whuch in effeCt is a ſanRitying grace,Gods holy Spirit offainn. 
to guide vs. 
Andtothis end conſider how abſurd were it, thatman 
ſhould haue no other teachers, or inſtructors in the know- £ 
ledge of God, bur only the dumbe Creatures, which muſt ca) 6c : 
be admitted, in caſe we had-no other knowledge of God, be the ſole 
but onely of ſuch attributes,as are diſcerned by his works; teachers of 
how improbable is it, that reaſonſhould haue no other ©#n concer- 
information, but onely from ſence-and ſenfible ebiects, 2128 God. 
euen concerning ſuch __— infinitly tranſcend and 
are aboue all reaſon,and all ſence,as if aman ſhould Roope 
downe tolay hold on ſuch things, which are indeed abouec 
bim,and beyond his reach ? | 
Thus-in humility the Creatures acknowledge their 
owne bounds; as bounds in their ſubſtance, boundsin 
their power; ſo-bounds in their knowledge ; they will 
not treſpaſſe beyond their bounds, they-will not-incroach 
vpon myſteries, which ara. afarre off , belonging ro 


another world, and therefore farre remote from the yiew Faiths akinde 
of realon ele- 


of nature. We-want a /anifying grace, like a proſpeQiue 
glaſſe ro diſcerne them. Thus ir falls out in nature, euen in aged prog 
reſpe&t of natural) chings; the ſunne andgheftarresmuſt gicioa, 


fictt ſend downe alight,and without theirowne lipht,they 
himſelfe muſt firft giue a 


D receiuing 
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i: 3 
-receiuing this teſtimony, and without this his owne teſti- 
-mony,he cannot be.reuealed. . 


z 


*®-;Thus to conclude, though the Creatures, or natureT 


, 

. 

” 
: 
; 
x 


_ Naturallrea. IMbane inthe Croatures,or that which is the ſame in effe&; 


fon acknowe. \though naturall reaſon proceeding vpon nacurall grounds, 


ledgethmy- though theſe * wy diſcouer our myRtriesin particular, 
[le 


ſeries in ge- yet. in generall they ſceme to imply that myſteries there 


/ are,nature ſeemes to confeſle that there is a power aboue 
'd -Nature, and this power didchen appeare in the firſt infti. 
ution of nature; reaſon ſeemes to acknowledge that all 
faculties hauing their owne proper bounds , ſhe her ſelfe 
cannot be without bounds, and therefore many things 
there may beand are beyond the comprehenſion of reaſon. 
Thus muchin generall. 

Supernaturall Now % proofe and confirmation of our myſteries in 
workes con= particulagyve doe not require their teſtimony, for we haue 
firme ſuperna- other greater proofes then theirs; and therefore we will 
weall words. © nfo themof*thatlabour ;:they: have the workesof nature 
toteſtifiethe God of nature. We haue workes aboue na- 
ture, miracles beyondall naturall cauſes, to teſtifie our 
| myſteries aboue nature : they hauea Creation for their be. 
| ing ; a prouidence for their preſeruation, &c, we haue an 
eternall preſcience, an immutable decree, prophecies and 
prediQons, fore-telling future euents, together with the 
full accompliſhing of theſe prophefies;in a.word, they 
haue the yoice ot nature; we haue the teſtimony of the 
God of-nature. | | We 
This I ſpeake,looking tothe generall nature, yetit can- 
© not bedenied, but by a particular charge,as it were aſpe- 
Reaſon diſcer- cialk Commiſſion, ſome Creatures may likewiſe be truely 


's 


\ 


ning the open andproperly ſaid togiue a teſtimony, and to confirme our. 


miracles, can- 


myeries of grace; for the ſame God is God both of na- 
the ſecret my. fure and grace, he hath Jaid rhe foundation of grace 18 
Keries, the ground-worke of nature : as grace doth ſanCifie na- 
_ ture, ſo nature ſupports grace; as grace workes by nature, 

ſo nature may beare witneſſe to the working of grace, 

- Thus all miracles, what did they argue, bur that the Crea- 

_, | tures 


& 
? 
= 


— 
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tures changing their owne nature, did therein ſhew their 


obedientiall power to be at his command and direQion, 
who firſt appointed their nature, who can changeand alter 
their nature,and now workes|aboue and beyond nature; 
theſe workes ſurmounting nature, his words may likewiſe 
ſurpaſſe nature, Thus myRteries aboue naturall apprehen- 
fion, areno more incredible then workes aboue naturall 


power ; both carry the ſame flampe, and are ofthe ſame. 


mint, they gue credit and teſtimony to each other. Mira- 
cles we diſcerne by ſence, we acknowledge ir. reaſon, ro 
be ſuch as indeed they are, miracles beyond all naturall 
power. Then preſently our faith not carried with a vaine 
credulity, nor ſeduced with ſophiſtry, but being truly in- 
formed of the workes, preſently ſhe Roopes in humilit 

and hearkens to the words,and therein ſhe acknowled oak 


myſteries , myſteries beyond mans reaſon. and cormpre- 


henfion, ' 
Thus it ſhould ſceme, that ſome Gianthike Det, by his 


yworkes, by his words hath made knowne vnto the world, 
that his power and his wiſdome ſurpaſſeth all naturall 
bounds, while the Creatures ſhewing in themſclues the 
effes of his power , doelikewiſe point out the depthof 


his wiſdome , and hereby conclude an infinit power, an 


infinit wiſdome , both which cannot admit mans weake 


Reaſon, 


*3 


oppoſition or diſputation , but rather ſhould workein ys aqwiraton, 


admiration,atoniſhment and ſilence. 


Faith, * 


For as in miracles,the dumbe Creatures,notwithtanding yy; ,vj.y 


thei: naturall inclination, yet arethey ouer-ruled byGods provemyſte. 
power : ſo in myſteries,man, notwithſtanding his narurall ries." 


wrangling, and contentious wit, andthe {crupylous curio= 
fity of his owne minde, yet muſt he ſubmir/hin:{elfe to 
Gods words, Thus the power manifeſted, ierues as aſeale 
tothe will reuealed : miracles prooue the truth of myſte= 


 ries;the one our naturall reaſon may eaſily ſee,and diſcerne; 


and theſe being diſcerned, doe prooue the infallible truth 


of the other. 
This by way of digrefſion :for this is extraordinary vn- 
| 4 'D 2 uſuall, 
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uſuall, and therefore onely incident to ſome few of them, 
according to times, place, and occaſions, Come we then 
to their generall faich, which I call the naturall faith of the 
| Creatures, which. faith implies the whole knowledge 
' of God, whereof the Creatures informe vs, how farre by 
their diretion wee may proceed in Gods knowledpe , and 
, where we muſt deſiſt, This knowledge of God being firly 
The naturall -1chered fromthe Creatures, can beno leſſe then a natu- 
- 95 Lag rall. implicic faith of the Creatures ; all of themreftifying 
tures, Thefſame truth, doe ina fort make one common confeſfion 
| of cheix faith,they ſay their Creed together,as we doe; this 
is enough, to ſaue and excuſe them from the imputation 
of infidelity : for children doe no more in their baprtiſme, 


whom notwithſtanding we know to be in the number of 


_—-* Gods faithfull people. 

\ - Theſcuerall Faith doth not alwaies imply the aCtuall ſurrendring 

kindes of faith.' vp of our wills and conſents, but ſometimes an habitor 
forme; neither is euery faith,a iuſtifying faith : but there is 
-a teſtifying faith, an hiſtoricall faich, yea, ſometimes an 
impuratiue faith ; and there being ſo many kindes and de- 
orees of faith, I pray be not ſo vncharicable; as to make the 

7 | __* pooredumbeCreatures infidels, | 

Donbi Cres. - For there is a wiſdome of nature, there isa knowledge 

tures may as in dumbe beaſts, they know theirtimes and their feaſons, 

well be ſaid to their mannerof working, and what isfic and agreeable to 

have faith as: the ſtate of their bodies ; and why may there not beana- 

- knowledge. call faith in them , as well as a naturall wiſdome and 

# knowledge ? for theſe ſeeme to be as proper to man as his 


faith ; yet theſe. we. aſcribe to dumbe beaſts, though they 


wanta reaſonable diſcourſe : and why may we not as.well 
yeeld ynto thema faith, not a {andtifying, but a naturall 
faich ? for I willnot exceed the bounds of nature in them: 


| + their faith is an hiſtoricall-faich, or a teſtifying faith ; for - 
4 this rheir naturall faith ſerues onely to giue teſtimony to: 


tbe God of nature. | 


Surely they haue a faith, and what is more, they preach 


tbis faith ynro vs, together with many morall _—_—_ 
F | | an 


—_——4 
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and many good admonitions,qthey are, I confeſlſe;very lear- The dumbe 
ned preachers, and doe exceedingly edifie, for they were Creatures 
able to ſtrike the yery heathen ( who were wichout the room their , 
knowledge of the true God) with wonder and amaze- VO OH: 
ment : the moſt dambe and ſencelefle Creatures beare , | 
witnefſe and teſtifie of God, The beanens declare the Hr | 
glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth his handyworke : one / 
daYVelleth another and one night certifieth another.Thus they fi 
inſtru&t vs, while they catechizeeach other; and as we ex- +. 


hort them to praiſe God, ſothey exhort vs, that what is 


wanting in them, they may ſupply it in vs:( here is their 


cunning:) they are dumbe, therefore they make vs their 


Aduocares,their inſtruments and ſpokeſmen, they vie our 
. AnJ exhortin; 


_ tongues to ſer forth Gods praiſe, giuing vs occaſion , and *s, choypratle 


Rirring vs vp topraiſe him, our praiſe becomes theirs, and 
their Saiſe is & mr ours; Tt their God-fathers to Prey 
make the confeſſion of cheir faith ; rhey are our remem- 
brancers, 8 ſerue as the ſeales of our truth. And thus there 
is fot on:ly a communion of Saints, but 4 communion of 
Creatures, which ioyne together in one naturall ſeruice 
of God; as wepartake with them in ſubſtance, ſo we may 
joyne with them , or rather learne of them, the commen= 
dations of God. 
Thus-muchof their faith:wherein if I haue beene ſome- 
what obſcure, I'pray remember the nature of faith, which 
is of things inuifible; and ſo from their faich and teftimo- 
nies of God, come we then o their praiers, and praiſes of 
God. Itis not onely proper to Angels to be continually: As Angels,fo 
buſied in praifing and magnifying of God, lingingrtheir — 


Halleliah, &c. but euen the, moſt dumbe Creaturespar-',y, ac. 


take in this ſeruice, and beare their-part in this ſong,' God, 
though nor in ſuch an excellent manner. This is natures 
daily taske and'imployment : for whar is naturallto things 
in generall, cherein nature cannot be-wanting to her ſelfe, 


but mult firft know and acknowkedge her owne proper- P/ 


tics, within her ſelfe ; artificews rollandatiopus,” that the 


worke ſhouldpraiſe and commend the workeman, Itake 
D 3 14 
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it tobe a ſervice impoſed, or an homage. done to the 
Lord. Thus whereſoeuer ye diſcerne the worke, you can- 
not exclude the workeman, both are of like extent, ſince 
to be, and to be theeffes of his power, both are alike in- 


 ſexa'able from the Creatures; who vpon the firſt \yiew 


_ » TheperfeQi- 
' on of the 


; Creatares, 


and appearance doe plainly ſhew, that what they are. jn 


themlclues, this they haue from their Maker ; their per-. 


fection ſpeakes his excellency ; their continuance, his eter- 
nity ; if they hauc ought praiſe- worthy in themſclues, this 
makes.for his praiſe, whois moſt worthy of all praiſe, 
though we moſt ynworthy to ſet forth this praiſe. 
Confider then in the Creatures in generall : Firſt,their 
proper and bounded nature, together with ſo great Va- 
riety. and perfeRion in their owne kinde. Secondly, in 
this nature,ſuch excellent properties, affeRtions, and acci- 
dents which doe ſo well agree with the nature. Thirdly, 
from-this nature, ſuch ſtrange and wonderfull apparitions 


and effects.  Fourthly , by this nature ſuch an excellent 


order,and proportion both in themſelues,and to the whole 


 Vninerſe. Fifthly , throughthis nature, ſuch a conſtancy 


| 


"How Crea- 
-tures praiſe 


 .their Maker. 


- &5 
+ \ F) % 
- 


* and their Lei- 
eurgie, \ 


and perſcuerance in keeping their due courſe, in perfore 


ming their duty, ſeruice and miniſtry to man. 


. O excellent Artiſt, that could, ſo ſweetly tune nature 
to make ſuch-a melody, where there is uch a concent and 
agreement on euery fide; the partsto the whole,the whole 
to the parts, cach to it ſclfe, all ro the Maker ! O excellent 
melody / here is neither ſound, nor voice to the eare, yet 


- amoſt ſweet anddeleQable harmony, a muſicke of nature. 
' Doe not then harken with youreares, but liſten with your 
.;, minges, mdin ſtead of notes ; concewethis dicty : We ſoug 
- 1» * thepraiſeif onr Maker. | | 3! 

_ -Therempleof 
_ theCreatures 


This praiſe and feruice of God feemes to reiemble our 
mentall prayer: for it is inwardecrer, and coniifis-oply in 
Meditation. Comewe then totheir vooall prayers, which 
in. effc& is our Leityrgy-or: Chutch- ſeruice : amid! firft, be- 
holdthe magnificence of their: Texrple; which is the ma- 


ecriall world, the naturall Tewple of G09, a 4 agg 
1 | Pr 
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by God for himſelfe, and by himſelfe conſecrated to his 


ownevie, where the heauens are the roofe, the carth is 
the footſtoole, and wherein nothing is wanting, which 
may ſerue for beauty and ornament : hereall the Creatures 
dayly attend, and are euer conuerſant in this Temple : For 
the Sparrow hath foiind her a hauſe, and the Swallow a neſt, 
where ſhe may li» her young onzs, enenthine-Altars, O Lord 
Godof Hoſtes, my King and my God: Bleſſed are all they that 
dwell in thy Courts, for they will ener be prayſing thee, P/al. 
$42.4. | 
FDotcne and comely ceremonies , which ſerueto ſtirre 
yp our dulnefle, and to ſer forth Gods magnificence, and 
therefore are moſt commendable in ys,yetthey haue none; They yſe no 
for they want none: in ſtead of them,. they haue a truth ceremony, but 
and ſyacerity in their ſeruice, without: hypocrifie or diffi... {vbſtance. 
mulation : they are not troubled or diſquieted in their 
owne thoughts ( as we are ) that they ſhould be admoni- 
hed by outward ceremonies: bur they arelike the Angels 


\ . Inheauen, wholly intentto their ſeruice, I would I could 


ſay as much forour ſelues, 

Now liſten a while to their prayers: here euery creature 
bath his ſound & his voice, Yox natere inclamantis Domi- The prayers 
num nature, The voice of nature calling vpon the God of na- ® the Crea- 
tare. Nature is no foole, that ſhe ſhould babble and talke 0% 
to her ſeife, nor is there any other nature, with whom ſhe 
might haue conference; ſhe is no more idle and ſuper- 
fAluous in her words, then in her workes : Natzera mhil fecit 
fruſtra, natura mhil aicet fruftra. Thenvndoubtedlyin 
theſe cries,ſhe offers yp her prayers to her Maker. 

Now would you know the meaning and ſence of theſe +, . cenerall 
prayers ? Surely I conceive them to. be to this or the like ay" of 
purpole. Yenite,inbilemns Deonoſtro,quifecit nos ,exultemu prayers. 

& letemur in ip/o:(the very beginning of our Morning Ser- | 
uice)O all yee workes of the Lord, praiſe ye the Lora, bleſſe 
him,ans magmfi: him for ener, Doe you yet require ſome 
more particular notice, what they requeſt in their prayers ? 


Trucly they pray'in a ſtrange tongue , Lneuer learnt their 
language; 


- 
* - 
- 
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The diverfi ty 
of their 
* prayers. 
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language; yet this Ican ſay for a truth, inmine owne ex- 
perience: | 

Thar according to the diucrfity of occafions, you ſhall 
finde a difference in their prayers : in their ioy and mirth, 
you may diſcerne their pleaſant notes of thankfulneſſe: in 
rhcir griefe and-heauineſle , you ſhall heare their ſorrow- 
full fghes, and groancs. of complaints. Then it ſhould 


| ſeeme, nacurebecomes a- petitioner : and to whom ſhould 


ſhe petition, butto that higher power which fits aboue 


nature ? Though the dumbe Creatures haue neither 


{peech nor latguage among them, yer their ſound is gone 


out into alt quarters : though their cries. be inarticulate, 
and ynſ1gnificantto vs, yet are they,vnderftood. of their 
Maker ;: he that ſces the ſecrets of. our hearts ,can tnuch 
more eahily diſcerne the intent of their prayers. | 

Bur in this their ſeruice, orprayers, doe they vſe-no 
cmeanes of deuotion ? haue they noreſpe to Gods mag- 
nificence? but. confuſedly doe mumble yp , or bellow our 
their prayers, asf with their crying, and roaring , .God 
could be praiſed? which were indeed more to diſhonour 


 Godinthe manner, 'then to honour him in the ſervice, 


They praile 
: Godin the 
- beſt manner. 


| The Church- 
 mulicke of the 
Creatutcs , 


Herein,to giue you full ſatisfaction, I ſay,that euery thing, 


according tothe yttermoſt extent of his own ability, doth 


offer vp his ſeruice to God in the moſt excellent manner. 
To inſtance only in their Quier,or in their Church-muſick, 
here you hauea full,perfe&, and compleate Quier; ſuffici- 
ent variety of voices ; the licttle chirping birds, the Wren 
and the Robin, they ſing atreble; the Gold-finch, the 


Nightingale,they ioyne in the meane ; the Black-bird, the 


Thruſh, they beare the. tenour , while the foure-footed 
beaſts, with their bleating and. bellowing , they ſing a 
baſe : how other birds ſing in their order; I referre you to 
the skilfull Muſicians : here is diverſity of muſicke , ſome 
haue.their ſeuerall notes, as if they ſung verſes alone, and 
did pawſe and keepe time like Queriſters, while others vie 
their. continued ſongs, that all might pleaſe with vantety. 


Theſe ſongs are fitted for every (ſeaſon, as if they had 
| ; ſome 
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ſcme preper ſervice, ſome colleAs appointed for the time 3 Their variety 
Thus they alter and yarie according tothe quarters of the yr borer 
yere,the houres of the day,the coafts of the world;and as if ? 
they were in ſome ſolemneproceflion, and did purpoſe to 
compaſle and circuit the whole earth, with their An. 
themes and Letanies : ſome ſing while they are flying, 
others make choice ofthe woods for their ſtanding, ſcme 
;n the groues, ſome inthe meddowes, ſome inthe plaines, 
ſome on the houſe toppe : here are their yoyces. Now for 
their inſtruments; me thinkes the rockes, the caves, and 
the woods, With a hollowneſle of their ſound, like amu- 
ficall irftrument, ſend forth an Eccho, and ſeeme to 
ynitetheir ſongs , together with the pleaſant noyſein the 
fall,and gliding of waters; the pretty ,ſharpe whiſtling of 
the winde,which ſerucs as a ground to their muſicke. | 

And what is more, belecue it, they oblerue their cano- Their canoni- 
nicall houres, as if they were ſome religious order, they call kourcs: 
haue their lauds,their Mattens, their Veipers,in effe&t,they 
haue their Morning prayer, and their Euening ſong, for. 
theſe are the ſpectall and the appointed times. for their 
deuotion; neither will 1 conceale that which I hauec {o 
often obſerued ; ſometimes one bird prouokes another to 
ſ10g, then methinkesI heare the Churches Antiphona's, 
one {ide of the Quier anſweting another,a cuſtome which 
hath anciently beene brought into the Church, according 
tothe patterne and preſident of the Seraphims, 1/a.6. Et 
clamabant alter ad alterurms , & atcebant; Santtus,ſanitns, 
Down Dew exercitiiim, S 

To conclude, how «ffeQuall,, and acceptable their j:,yy powerful 


P z 
J- 


's 


. prayers are, I will nut demand of them, they may chance their prayers 


to be fooliſh and: partiall in their owne behalfe ; herein ac. 
take rather the teſtimony of God himſelfe, and that tothe 
pooreſt bird , whichot all others we might ſuppoſe to 
be moſtneglected; forit is a night-bird, melancholy, ill 
prelaging it hath a harſhnote,' and it feeds ypon carrion, 
and yer yotwithſtanding the P/a/miſt can reflifie, P/al, 
147-9, Eſcam dat pullts cortorum innorantil us erm, as \t 
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The deca- 
| ogue ofthe 
Cicatures. 


: 


God kept a watch ouer the neſt, and did teach the young 
Rauens to call ypon him, and in effect ro ſay grace, and to 
giue him thankes before the recciuing of their food. 
After their prayers followes inthe next place, their de- 
calogue orlaw : and truly, forthepraCtice of their religion 
n their lives and conuerſations, which appeares in the 
keeping and fulfilling of this decalogue or naturall law, I 
cannot bur greatly admire them, They are till carried 


/ with the ſame courſe, which God firſt appointed ; the 


Sunnekeepes his iuſt houre of rifing, the Moone obſerues 
her cettaine reuoJutions, ſo all the dumbe Creatures, and 
all che beaſts of the field doe the like : you may aſloone 
aboliſh their nature, as accuſe them for the breach of the 
hw of nature; they areled by their owneinftin, they 


| haue no liberty of will to oppoſe, they cannot be re- 


| fraCtory,butarelike the Angels in heauen, ſealed and con- 


firmed in their ſtate and condition. Here is their confor. 
mity to Gods naturall. law ; as farreforth as God hath gi- 


_ uenthem alaw, they are ſurely led by thelaw, and the 


The morall 
yerrues of ' 
dumbe beaſts, 


moſt ſanRified man can doe no more, bur according to 
the meaſure of gracethat is:giuerr him. Alas ! 1 ſhould 
ſhame our ſelues,if I ſhould ſpeake of our diſobedience, in 
reſpeR of theirs, :- 

Heare then how all thoſe naturall yertues appeare in 
them, how they are rooted and grounded in them, ſuppoſe 
temperance, iuſtice, ſobriety, induſtry, vaturall affection 
and thelike ;T will forbeare to ſpeake, being verily per- 
ſwaded that nature hath propoſed them vnrto vs, as pre- 
ſidents of each vertue, that hauing giuen vs arule, ſome 1n- 
clination in our ſelues to morall yercues, ſhe might annexe 
ſome example to that rule, theexample of: dumbe Crea- 
tures; that if we our ſelues, through the malignity of our 
wills, ſhould practiſe to aboliſh the law in our hearts 

for ſo the cuſtome of ſinne takes my the ſence of finne) 


yet (ll chelaw might be reſerued whole and entire, to. 


pether with the exact patrerne and practice of the law, as 


I may ſo ſay, bookes of reports in the Creatures; and = 
this 
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this purpoſe] had madea long diſcourſe, but to enter vpon 


ir, I ſhould proue tedious: therefore I will forbeare tomake 


any further mention of this, which indeed is ſo evident and 
palpable, as that it cannot admita contradiCtion, 


From their law, come we then to their ſacrifice, which The (actifice 


truely is as naturall as is their law: for ſacrifice is apledge ofrdumbe 


of our thankfulneſſe, which thankfulnefle is a branch of Creatures, 


common iuſtice, this iuftice is naturally ingrafted in all 
Creatures, that receiving our {clues from God, we ſhould 
offer vp.our {clues vnto God, or atleaſt, ſomething in lieu 
of our {elues, ſome quir-rent er fine in the acknowledge- 


- ment of our Tenure , that we hold our ſelues from God, 


and therefore we are not at our owne diſpoſing, burmuſt 
ſurrender vp our fſelues vnto God; ſo that you might as 
well exclude from nature, anaturall law, as to deny a facri- 
fiqe. Thus in generall, all things being ordained to Gods 
glory, they are likewiſe ordained for his ſeruice, here is 
their ſacrifice, More particularly : Nothing init ſelfe,con- 
eaines in it ſelfethe yſe and end of it ſelfe ; but hath ſome 
reference beyond ir ſelfe (E.g.)Doth not every thing eua- 
porate,and impart ſomepart of it ſelfe,ſuppoſe the flowers 
of the field in their ſweet ſmels; many Creatures with 
their incenſe and odoriferous perfumes: and what are theſe 
indeed but natures ſacrifices? \ 

Shall we yet come neerer, and ſhew how they partake 
in a true ſacrifice? What are the ſtones in the Temple, 


but indeed offered vpin ſacrifice? For it is not neceſſary, ,, . 
that all ſhould conſecrate , who attend at the Altar : all ,1 1 gerene 


IL 


cannot be principals ; if the materiall temple will not ſut- acrifices, 


fice, come we then to mans body, which is the Temple of 
Gods Spirit : and ſurely things ordained for the vſe of this 
Temple, and the vſe conſifting in- their owne ſlaughter, 
they are indeed conſecrated and become aa ſacrifice. 


If bitherto you diſlike the metaphorical or large f<gni- 


fication , come we then to the Rtricteſt ſence. What were 


the ſacrifices of the Tewes, but indeed the offering vp of Therruth of 
dumbe Creatures? Then ſurely, theſe dumbe Creatures the ſacrifices, 


E 2 were 


How tne | 

Creatures 

cCoOncuire in 
th: Sacra- 
MEnts. 


00> Og Ou reap 
. 
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were no {mall part in the ſacrifice, they caanot be exclu- 
ded; but theſe were only typesand (hadowes of atrue $4- 
crifice; Come we then to that one and only true: Sacrifice, 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt: As weparcake inhis ſacrifice, in re- 


' gard of ournature, the man10od of Cnrilt, ſoall the Crea- 


tures cannot be excluded in regard of one common mat- 
rer, or {ud{tance, in the body of Chriſt ; ſo that in him, in 
him alone, the whole world, the great world in the litcle 
world, becomes a true and reall ſacrifice, * 

And for Sacrain*nts : Are not all the Creatures ſanCti- 


fied for mans vie ? And what is this in effeR , but to be the 


viſible {ignes of inuiſible grace ? Suppoſe the foure Ele- 


ments. The fire, when as God appeared like fire in a 


bramble-buſh, and the Holy deſcended in fiery torigues; 
Fhe aire, when as Chriſt rogether with his owne breath, 
breathed our his Spiric : The water, in our baptiſine : The 
earth,in her fruits; Bread and wine inthe Euchariſt. Thns 
they (Hare in our Sacraments, according tothe capacity of 
theirnature : we aCtiuely,they paſſtuely, all concurre inthe 
Sacraments. | 
And to procged yet further : Left they might ſeeme to 


faileintheend, and ſcope otreligion, Itay, they arenot 


altogether without hope; for what may. they not hope 
and expect from God, whois fo bountifull and magnifi- 
cent in his rewards? though their ſeruice be a naturall 
ſervice, a ſeruice neceſſarily impoleg,and that they can doe 
no leſſe thenderue himincheir owne kinde, yerir ſtands 


with Gods bounty to reward their ſeruice; I ſay then, that 
' they are not altogether without hope ; for there js ana- 


turoll hope,as /ob ſpeaks, 7ob 14.7. Lrgnwm ſi praciſum fuc- 
rit,habet ſperm quod reatreſcet:loit 1 ſhould extend this na« 
turall hope,as an carneft, or as an implicite hope,to a reno=- 
uation of nature; this were no inconuenience, For cer- 
raineic isof all the dumbe Creztures, that ar the generall 
day of our Reſurrection, they likewiſe , though not in 
themſclues, yet in their owne elements and principles, 
ſhalbe renewed, - For there ſhall be a new heauen and a 

new 
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new earth, that then they may be fitted for our yſc, as now # 
in the time and Rate of corruption, they ſerue our preſent 
turnes and occaſions, 

It chis ſeeme a ſtrange doctrine then, let thisreaſon cori- Whatbe- 

firme it:Creatures were firſt created in Paradiſe. Then ſure- mo of the 
ly they were not ſo much ordained for ſlaughter, and broom” 
mans ve, as tor the ſetting forth of Gods glory. Now region, 
fince our fall , th-y g;:2447 and tranel in paine together with 
vs under th: burthen of our ſiants, and our miſcries, the pu= 
nihments of ſin", Rom.s8. 22.yet (till rhey continue innce- 
cent in theinlelues , they are ofcen imployed 1n Gods ſer- 
uice, alwaies praying God in their owne Kinde, and ne- 
ver incurrethe breach of his law, but are patient, notwith- 
ſtanding our immnoderate and inordinar abuſe. Then ſurely | 
by acou:le of 1aſtice, according to their manner, and the 
capacity of their owne nature, though not in themſelues, 
(that is)in the fierceneſſc, malignity and corruption of their 
nature, yet in cheir owne firſt elements and principles, or 
as they haue nowentred into mans body, and are become 
parts of mansfl:(h, all the Creatures in generall (hall par- 
take with vs,in our future intended renouation. | 

Thus then we will ſay with Joſorab, 24.15. Tand my 
houſe will ſerae the Lord : we and whatſocuer is ours,cither 
inwardly in our ſelues, or outwardly in our ſubſtance, we T,;. oj; pion 
are all at his ſervice, every one according to his power and js according to 


ability doth praiſe God,and hath his religion, if a defeCtiue their power, * 


religion. Then looke to the power, and you ſhall findeic | 
likewiſe defeQiue , for both are fitted and proportioned 
tocach other: in nature, there is a faith of nature, there is 
alaw of nature; and where the naturall creature is capeable 
of prace, there are the myſteries of grace, the preeepts and 
counſels of grace. 
| And thus without any figure or metaphore , the Crea- py. thing 
tures may truly be ſaid to praiſe God , inakinde of reli- muſthaues 
gious worſhip and ſeruice ; for wharſoeuer proceeds from religion. / 
God,tends to his glory : heere is theend. Now the way | 
mult be agreeable to this end : and thersfore what tends 

E 3 to 


o—_ Re all 


z 


There is a na- 


- tural] religion, : 
+1 moſt of them haue no more then ſence,reaſon, and nature ; 


» - beiſts,not to | | 
\ +. « mani, p/% mig of grace toſanRifie the corruption of nature, my- 


Anaturall re- in generall, we may well ſay that there is a kinde of natu- - 
gion hath 


naturall 
bounds, 


4 
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co his glory, muſt needs runne inthe courſe of his ſervice, 
whecher nature or grace. If yeſay, that religion bepro- 
perly tiedto a ſtate of grace ; Non eft itigandums de werbie, 
vbitn re contenimus , yet T amnot of that opinion, for 


thinke it no abſurdity to fay,a natural religion. Thus all na- + 


tions are (aid to haue their religion, and yet we know, that 


and yet notwithſtanding, they haue a religion:then,furely 
they haue onely a naturall religion, which in effe& is 
no more,then the religion of dumbe beaſts, for nature ap- 
peares alike in them as in vs: that which giues mans re- 
ligton a ſpeciall dignity and prerogatiue aboue the reli- 
gion of dumbe beaſts,is onely this, that mans religion is 
notimeerely naturall, and onely naturall , but there isan 


ſeries of grace beyond the apprehenſion of nature, and a 


_ certainty of hope beyond the expeRation of nature, 


And thus in generall, as there is a ſeruice of nature, ſo 


rall religion ; which notwithſtanding proceeding onely 


fromnature, it cannot be rayſed aboue nature, but muſt 
* againereturne and end in nature, and beivg by the neceſ- 


fity of cheir nature, it is therefore aſeruice which requires 
no further reward, but onely ſcrues as a motiue and ex- 
ampleto vs. 
' And thus far of the naturall ſeruice of God in dumbe 
Creatures, which I call the Religion of dumbe Creatures ; 


*now briefely to conclude, three things there are wherein 

. *Tdoe much defire to giue you contentment. Firſt, whether 
this meditation may be thought yaine and needleſle. 
'Secondly , how farre it may ſeeme ftrange or a Paradoxe. 

. Thirdly , what good vie may be me of it : for the firſt, 


-whether this be avaine medication, 


pray trace it by de- 


or Ain : the faith of the Creatures, 1 djd ſuppoſe to be that 
| -» knowledge of God, which is gathered from the Crea- 
' tures, as much in effect,as the naturall or reaſonable man 


PhY-'can know of God. Now whereas of all ſciences, the 
27G | Metaphy- 
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Metaphyſicks haue ever beene held the moſt excellent, this 
very {ubieCtis theprincipall part of the Meraphylicks ; by 
conſideration hereof, the heathen Philoſophers have beenes // 
ſtrangely tranſported, andrauiſhed, and have burſt foorth / 
inro theſe or the like exclamations and inuocations of 
God : Ens entium, primus motor, prima intellizentia, 
naterans natura, immenſa infinitas, principiuns [ine princs- 
po, | 

Secondly, after their faith; how the dumbe Creatures Naturall Phi 
doe praiſe God in their owne nature,in their paſſions , in 9PM. 
their affetions; or if theſe be ſecret and hidden from man, 
then according to the imitation of man, how they praiſe 
God in their voyces, in their ſounds, which are the out- 
ward {1gnes, and ſymptoms of their owne inward nature, 

This belongs to the Phylickes, andis in effe, the whole 
{cope and intent of all narurall Philoſophy. - 

Thirdly, for their law which ſerues asa guide to dire& Morall Pt. 
chem ; which law iz written in their hearcs, practiſed in loſophy. 
their actions , in ſo much that in them, we may eaſily read 
the charaRters of this law,the very pure text of the law of 
nature without any corrupt gloſle : this is in effetthe 
whole ground and foundation of all morall Philoſophy. TP, 

Fourthly,for the ſacrifice and Sacraments of Creatures, Theology. / 
when we conſider how.the dumbe Creatures are ſanCti- 
fied, and prooue to be Sacramentalia, fit to enter into the 
Holieſt of Holies, to be vntoys as meanes and conduit- 
pipes of grace, which ſeeme to imply, that nature'and 
grace being now incorporated,there was ſurely ſome Dei- 
ty incarnate,by vertue wherof, the whole materiall nature 
is combined to the Spirituall nature ; not by conſangui- 
nity, but by alliance, by the nuptials of thoſe two natures 
in his one perſon, who was both perfe& God and perfeR 


Man ; this is a moft deepe and profound mylterie in - 


Theology,and thus you cannot condemne this Meditation How all ſcien. 
ces may be_ 


as vaine and needlefle. _ | /otdoceidte this 
” v X9us reduced to thi 
Neither can it ſceme ſo ſtrange,or a paradox:fortakethe Fmerted 


bookes of Philoſophers, and uch as hauc wrirren 4” - gion, 


/ 
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Creatures in generall, and ſuffer meto prefixe theſe words 
in the frontiſpice, A Toye principinum, or In Det nemine: 

// Whichare the ſame in effect. Then giue me leauetoturne. 
//  onertheleaues,and to thelaſt lines,in ſtead of Fire, or Ex- 
 phicitto adioyne theſe words, as alabell orcodicill rothe 
worke, Ad Deigloria:& both theſe nature implies:for firſt 
; there muſt be a workeman, then the worke muſt be di- 
rected to. ſome end, Now beſides the workeit ſelfe, no 
other cnd appeares bnt the workeman : thing$muſt then 
- Tunne inacircle, from God,to God; God in the forefront, 
Godin the vpſhot. And thus if you conſiderthe Creatures, 
berweene God and God, in ſtead of anaturall diſcourſe, 
| here you hauc a religion of nature, | 
-. Thus in'Chriſtian Religion, if our ceremonies werefirſt 
RM _Inventedby Pagans, if our prayers were fiſt compoſed by 
How this na- Heathen, yet ſtill we may lawtully vic them : for when we 
_ turallreli-  prefixe, Innomine Pairs, & Fily, & Spiritus ſantti, or when 
gion and ve ſhut vp our prayers with Per Chr1ſium I eminum no- 
 Iudaiſme is re- | [BHP © 15 <a 
|| Jucedto Chii. {797 > then wee giue them the tinQure of Chriſtianity, 
[| — Nianiry.' Thus with Daxias Plalmes, which are indeed the Plalmes 
| |  - of the Tewes, when we cloze them vp with this period, 
Gloria patri & Filio & Spiritus ſantto,then we make theni 
ovrs, and properly curs; incfte&, we Chriſten them. And 
"thus to confider the Creatures barely in themſelues, with- 
out reference to God, were a moſt impertet knowledge; 
but ſhew them their diſcent and originall, from whence 
. they proceed, ſhew them their right vic, and the end of 
. theirprogreſle;and here in effect you hauc compoled a na- 
turall religion. BN. 
- Thirdly, for the vie which we may make vnto our {clues 
LT; of this Religion of drumbe Creatnres, in a word it is this: 
The Crea- * Firſt, it ſerves to make vs aſhamed of our ſelues, that 
- tures make while all other Creatures Coe Nriftly ſerue God 'in their 
| man ſhamed. Oe kinde, yet wee, though more bound vnto God for 
| the many bleſſings receiucd, then they;though more elpe- 
cially intended tor Gods ſeruice, ſccing all other Crea- 
tures ſerue man,and marralone is immediatly ordained for 


Gods 


_ 
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Gods ſeruice ; yet the poore dumbe Creatures ſhould 

ftrily ſerue God in their owre kinde, while we, and we 

alone,and we onely are the tranſgreſlors. | 
Secondly, it ſets forth the large extent of Gods Church, The large ex- 

and the yntouchable height of his glory,though our ſinnes tent of Gods 

haue made a ſeparation betweene God and ys, though Church, 

our blaſphemies be ſuch and ſo great, as that fainethey : 

would obſcure and eclipſe Gods glory: yet mavgre our at=: 

tempts, and in deſpight of our malice, God ſhall be glo-: *\ 

rified,as of the Angels aboue, ſo of the dumbe Creatures* . 

beneath : if men ſhall ceaſe to fing their Hoſawnah, the + -/.. 

ſtones will cry, Lake 19.40, LED DO ns 
Then in the laſt place let their ſeruice be ſome encou- T he example 


ragement and motiyeto ours, if we cannot attaineto the of Creatures, 
15 an exhorta- 


 perteRtions of Avgels to cffer vp our ſelues as a whole \jgn wo vs. 


burnt ſacrifice to God; if we. cannot approve our ſelues, 


' as members of one Catholike Church,to ſerue Godin the 


vnity of one faith, but that as the Eaſt hath formerly beene 
ſeparated from the Weſt, ſo is now the South fromthe 
North, as if with ſeCts and ſchiſmes , we were to quarter 
out religion according to the coaſts of the world, and to 
diuide Chriſts ſcamelefle garment among vs, hauing firſt 
crucified the Lord of life : Tf inthe courſe of Chriſtianity, 
we cannot agree in the, very fundamentall points of reli- 
gion, but are wholly ſeparated, ſo thatneither one mother 
Church beneath, nor yet one heauen aboue can containe 
vs. Suppoſe that Chritiianity ſhould ceaſe, then let vs 
come to the tearmes of humanity, and defire to exceed all 
other Creatures , as well in vertue and dignity, as inna- 


\ ture and condition, Bur if all faile, if all faile(as I feare they By our naure 


weare ticd to 


doe in ſome ) then in the laſt place I pray let me recom- 
a natural] te- 


mend vnto them the religion of dumbe Creatures :{utely goa 


we candoenolefle then ioyne with them in their religion: 
for they are ſenſuall and beaftly, like to our ſelues:then let 
not thoſe moſt excellent attributes of God, which are diſ- 
couered by them, be contradicted by vs: here we ſhall 


auoide Atheifme in our prayers, deuotions, and ſeruice 
of 


7 
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of God, let ys.not. be inferiour to them. 


| There 1s but 
. one ani! che 


ſame 'morall 


.  lawtoallre: 


ligions, | 


w 


But aboueall, let me recommend this one thing to our 
praQice, that the Creatures may not out-ſtrip ys, in, the 
ſtrict obſeruing of the naturall Law,whichto ys,in effec, 
js,in moral honeſty.ThisI doe the rather wiſh, becauſe the 


 morall law was neuer abrogated, notwithſtanding the 
- change of Prieſt-hood, the-change of Ceremonies, the 
. changeof Religion, which was tranſlated fromthe Syna- 


gogue of the Iewes, tothe Church or congregation of the 
Gentiles; yet till one and the ſame morall law was conti- 
nued. So at this day, notwithſtanding our diuerfity of 


| Sets, Schiſmes and Religions; yet ir wereto be wiſhed, 


that ouraRions might be ſquared out by one morall law, 
which law appeares in the Creatures, and is common to 


'  manandthe Creatures; and is asnaturall to man, asis his 


_ Nodifferen- 
. ccsin religion 
; thouldrake 
away morall 


| duties. 


owne nature, and (ſhould no more be ſeparated from man, 
then his owne nature: for want then of religious piety and 
podlinefſe, let this morall law be our guide. Thus man 
ſhall know his ducie to man. 

But how miſerable were our condition? what a world of 
miſchiefe would follow ? if we ſhould negle& morall du- 
ties,vnder cloake and pretence of religion, as if religion did 
aboliſh nature, as if the morall law were abrogated toge- 
ther with the ceremoniall ; Yetthis is thepraCtice and ini- 
quiry of theſe our moſt yahappy times, that all faions, 
ſeditions and 'trecheries muſt. be forſooth rooted- and 
groundedin religion, as if religion were the ſole mother, 
and nurſe of all creaſons;as if heauen could not ſubſiſt with 
theearth; asif the Tower of Babel could nor be built, bur 
with Church tones. This is the bane andthe ſhime of Re- 


ligion, God knowes, I cannot ſpeake of it with patience, 
or without my great hearts gricie : and therefore I will 


here end abcuatly ; beſeeching the Almighty God-. 
to reforme it ; beſeeching the Almighty 
God reforme ir, 


Sante & indinidue Tromtats ſit 
| honor CF gloria, 


One faults haue eſcaped the Preſle,euber inomitting letters, as 
page 4.linc 3t for awake read awaken ; 8 omitting words, as p. 
25.1.37. this word Sanus ſhould be thrice repeated, as implying a 
myſtery:07 miſtaking ſome words, as pag 22.lin.17.for apparitions; 
rea1{operations, yet the faults are ſuch and ſo few, as that th ou thy 
ſclfe maiſt calily corre them. 


o 


(E.g.) ſignifies exempli gratia, as forexample. 


